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Dr. Pizer joined Health Care Financing & Economics in 2002. He holds a joint appointment as an Assistant Professor of Health Policy and Management with the Boston University School of Public Health and a Health Economist with the Department of Veterans Affairs. He received his Ph.D. in economics from Boston College. Dr. Pizer’s research interests include the economics of health insurance, long-term care financing and quality regulation, health econometrics, and policy development and analysis using microsimulation models.

Dr. Pizer is currently Principal Investigator on a project funded by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation that is developing econometric models of market entry, premium and benefit determination, and enrollment response for private health plans under the Medicare Modernization Act. He is also co-Principal Investigator on a study of the determinants of veterans’ enrollment in VA and Medicaid. This study will also investigate the consequences of enrollment in multiple public health insurance programs on the health outcomes of veterans. Finally, Dr. Pizer is designing econometric models of veterans’ health plan choices for a project evaluating the potential of a VA-Medicare health plan.

In earlier work, as part of the VA’s evaluation of the Veterans’ Millennium Health Care and Benefits Act, Dr. Pizer analyzed trends in quality of care indicators developed for VA long-term care programs and evaluated the relationship between these indicators and levels of staffing at VA nursing homes. In addition, he provided expert advice and conducted analyses for the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) as part of the Evaluation of Private Fee-For-Service (PFFS) Medicare. Dr. Pizer was the Principal Investigator on a project funded by the American Health Care Association that developed and applied a microsimulation model to the analysis of national policy options for financing long-term care for the baby boom generation. 

Dr. Pizer also directed several evaluations for CMS including the evaluation of the Community Nursing Organization (CNO) demonstration and the evaluation of the operations of state-based non-group health insurance high-risk pools. As part of the Medicare Competitive Pricing Demonstration, Dr. Pizer estimated relationships between payment rates, premiums, cost-sharing, and benefits in the Medicare + Choice program. 

Prior to his graduate training in economics, Dr. Pizer worked for the Massachusetts Legislature and for several consumer organizations concerned with state insurance regulation. 
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