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Dr. Gardner holds a doctorate in Economics from the University of Michigan.  His work at the VA Boston Health Care System (BHCS) Research & Development Service, currently focuses on evaluating patient severity across VA networks, evaluation of merging VA, Medicaid, and Medicare data to study VA patients' total cost of care, analyses of costs and utilization of VA Parkinsons patients and comparisons of utilization by patients with diabetes who have prescriptions of long-acting or other types of insulin.  Previously, his research focused on evaluating patient severity across VA networks, evaluation of the VA budget process, studying costs of care for patients with schizophrenia, and analyzing the effects of the Millennium Act on VA long-term care.  Dr. Gardner’s analyses of variations in patient severity across the VA system found substantial geographic difference in length of stay (LOS) but little correlation of LOS and measures of patient health status, or community-level health care resources.  He is currently extending the analyses to variations in LOS for VA patients receiving inpatient care under the Medicare program.  In a separate study, his comparison of the costs of VA care for patients with schizophrenia who initiate treatment with either Olanzapine or Risperidone, two atypical antipsychotic medications, underscores the importance of using more than nine months of data in studying outcomes for this fragile patient population.  A paper has been submitted for publication.  Finally, Dr. Gardner is taking the lead on cost analyses of VA’s long-term care programs.  Only about 25% of annual costs for this patient population is for long-term, not acute, care.  

Prior to joining VA, Dr. Gardner worked with Medicare claims data and studied state Workers’ Compensation programs, including the impact of program administrative differences on workers’ periods of disability.
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