Project Title: How Health Insurance Status Affects Persons with Disabilities 
Principal Investigator: Steven Pizer, Ph.D.

Objectives(s): This study of health insurance for persons with disabilities has two specific aims. The first is a descriptive analysis of the relationship between health insurance coverage and demographic characteristics, health care expenditures, health service use, and outcomes for persons with and without potentially disabling conditions. The second aim is a multivariate statistical analysis that (i) relates baseline individual characteristics and attributes of available health insurance options to labor force participation and health insurance coverage and (ii) relates insurance coverage to health outcomes for persons with and without disabling conditions.

Research Design: This study will use Medical Expenditure Panel Survey data from 1998-2004 to explore the relationships among health and functional status, health insurance, and health service use and outcomes.

Methodology: The descriptive analyses will compute basic frequency statistics and examine associations among respondents’ demographic characteristics, the presence or absence of potentially disabling conditions, and having health insurance. We shall also examine frequencies and associations among these factors and outcomes. For the multivariate analysis, we will link MEPS data to other sources of controls for local conditions (e.g., unemployment rate). We will then estimate a system of equations for labor force participation (LFP), insurance status, and outcomes.

Findings: N/A

Clinical Relationships: N/A

Impact/Significance: The proposed project would be the first to attempt to quantify the effect of gaps in health insurance coverage on the health and functional outcomes of working-age persons with potentially disabling conditions. These effects could suggest the human consequences of policy decisions necessarily made in environments driven by tightening budgetary constraints. The proposed project could therefore offer specific estimates about health-related outcomes that could be arrayed alongside cost considerations to further inform policy discussions.

7/2/2008
